CNAS/Sunflower Interfaces
Sunflower interfaces with CNAS for two reasons:

1.) Person Information

2.) Institutions
Person Information
Within Sunflower, there is a person module that holds basic person information.  People are used within Sunflower for the following purposes:

· Application Users
· Organizational Contacts
· Asset custodians
· Asset Users 
The CNAS person interface ensures the person information in Sunflower is kept up to date automatically.  Although, this is a person interface, organizations play a large role in this process.

Since people are associated to organizations within Sunflower, the run begins by first updating the organizational information within Sunflower, followed by the person information.  The organizational information comes from EBS.

Although Sunflower is capable of storing an org structure, the lab decided to maintain a basic flat org structure at the Division/Section level only.  Departments are stored for informational purposes only, in a user field at the person level, NOT as an organization within the org structure.  Again, only divisions and sections are maintained within Sunflower’s org structure.  New divisions and sections must be added to Sunflower (using the org code from EBS) before people can be associated to that organization within Sunflower.
Changes to people are identified by taking a “snapshot” of the current data and then comparing it to a prior “snapshot”.  These snapshots consist of person data from CNAS combined with the person’s organization from EBS.  The organization retrieved from EBS at the person level is a department level org, so the org is “rolled up” to the division/section level before associating the person to a Sunflower organization.   People who are not assigned to an organization (such as a visitor) or are assigned to an unknown (new or expired) organization are put into a catch-all organization within Sunflower called ‘UNASSIGNED ASSETS’.

The interface also identifies which people are eligible to have custodial responsibilities and which are not based on the current rules set forth by the lab.  A flag is set on the person record that identifies the person’s privileges.  The flag is checked whenever a user attempts to associate a person to an asset.
This interface runs nightly.

Institutions

Institutions are much simpler.

Within Sunflower, institutions are defined as organizations, with an organization type of ‘INST’.  Institutions are stored in Sunflower in order to facilitate the creation of loans and other types of agreements.  Just like people, Institutions are maintained in CNAS.  Therefore, there was no reason to have the users maintain this information manually.
This interface runs nightly.

